Major World Religions and their Main Festivals

Diwali (Festival of Lights)
Holi (celebration of spring)

Navarati (celebrates fertility and
harvest)

Rasksha Bandhan (celebration of
the bond between siblings)

Janmashtami (Krishna's birthday)
Rath Yatra (Festival of Chariots)

Pesach (Passover)

Rosh Hashanah (New Year)

Yom Kippur (the Day of Atonement)
Hanukkah (Festivals of Lights)

Sukkot (remembering when the
Israelites lived in the desert)

Shavout (celebration of the Jews
receiving the Torah from God)

Magha Puja (celebrates disciples coming together) *
Parinirvana (marks Buddha's death)

New Year Wesak (Buddha Day)
Dharma Day (the ‘truth’ teachings)
Buddhism Sangha Day (celebrates community)

Ramadan (Fasting)

Eid ul Fitr (Festival of Breaking the Fast)
Hinduism Islam Eid-ul-Adha (Festival of Sacrifice)
Al-Hijra (New Year)

Christmas (Jesus' birth)

Easter (Jesus' death and resurrection)

Pentecost (celebration of the giving
of the Holy Spirit)

Judaism Christianity
Palm Sunday (celebration of Jesus
entering Jerusalem)
Harvest Thanksgiving (thanksgiving
Sikhism for God'’s provision)
Baisakhi (New Year) Ascension Sunday (celebration of

Jesus return to heaven)

Diwali (Festival of Lights,
Hola Mohalla (opportunity to practise military exercises) Trinity Sunday (celebration of the

Holy Trinity, Father, Son and Spirit)
Gurpurbs (celebrations of Sikh Gurus throughout the year)



