
The Battle of France is over.  The Battle of Britain is about to begin.  Upon 
this battle depends the survival of Christian civilization…  Hitler knows that 
he will have to break us in this island or lose the war…  Let us therefore 
brace ourselves to our duties, and so bear ourselves that, if the British 
Commonwealth and Empire lasts a thousand years, men will still say, This 
was their finest hour. 
 
Winston Churchill, speaking in the House of Common (11 June 1940). 
 

 

 

The gratitude of every home… goes out to the British 
airmen who, undaunted by odds, unwearied in their 
constant challenge and mortal danger, are turning the 
tide of world war by their prowess and by their devotion. 
Never in the field of human conflict was so much owed 
by so many to so few. 
 
Winston Churchill, in the House of Commons, 20 August 1940 
Explanation: ‘Never in the field of human conflict [=war] was so much [=freedom] 
owed by so many [=the people of Britain] to so few [the pilots of the RAF]’. 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RAF aircraft losses. 
 
 Spitfires 357  
 Hurricanes 601  
 Blenheims 53  
 Other  74  
 
 

RAF casualties in 1940. 

 

Pilots                     Killed  in action 

 

1822 RAF     339 

56  Fleet AIR ARM  9 

21  Australian   14 

73  New Zealander  11 

88  Canadian    20 

21  South African   9 

2  Southern Rhodesian 0 

8  Irish     0 

7  American    1 

141  Polish    29 

86  Czech    8 

26  Belgian    6 

13  Free French   0 

1  Israeli    0 

Luftwaffe aircraft losses. 
 
Messerschmitt Bf 109  533  
Messerschmitt Bf 110  229  
Heinkel He 111   246  
Junkers Ju 88   281  
Dornier Do 17   171  
Junkers Ju 87   74  
Dornier Do 215   6  
Heinkel He 115   28  
Henschel Hs 126   7  
Heinkel He 59   31  
Other     46  



 



 
School Textbook, 1985. 
 

Britain won because it had the first modern air-defence network 
based on new technology - radar. So Hitler turned to bombing 
Britain's cities, hoping for a British surrender by reducing 
industry to rubble and weakening the will of the British people. 
Although many were killed, the factories kept working while the 
relentless terror bombing only united the British people in their 
determination to beat the Nazi foe. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


