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The �ncient Egypti�ns invented one of the e�rliest known writing systems. The symbols they
used were c�lled hieroglyphs, which comes from � Greek word me�ning ‘s�cred c�rving’.
This is bec�use the �ncient Egypti�ns believed th�t hieroglyphs h�d been invented by the
gods. This is not surprising bec�use hieroglyphs were very be�utiful.

Stel� of the G�tekeeper M��ti, c�. 2051–2030BC
In this im�ge �n offici�l of Ph�r�oh Mentuhotep II c�lled M��ti sits in front of �n offering t�ble.
It looks like � c�rving rel�ted to � funer�l bec�use the t�ble is � st�nd with t�ll le�ves. Food
offerings flo�t �bove the t�ble �nd below it is � b�sin for M��ti to w�sh himself. The hieroglyph
text on the right �re tr�dition�l p�ss�ges c�rved to commemor�te the de�d.
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In Ancient Egypt, the people who wrote hieroglyphs were c�lled scribes. A scribe h�d to go
to � speci�l school to le�rn how to do it, bec�use it w�s very complic�ted. Hieroglyphs
included �round 700 different signs of objects �nd �nim�ls. Some signs were pictori�l or
symbolic �nd stood for whole words. Some signs were phonetic, which me�ns they stood for
sounds.

Hieroglyphs could be written vertic�lly, horizont�lly, le to right, or right to le! The
phonetic hieroglyph �lph�bet is the closest version to our modern English �lph�bet. It is not
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ex�ctly the s�me bec�use the �ncient Egypti�ns did not h�ve symbols for vowels (‘�’, ‘e’, ‘i’,
‘o’ or ‘u’), but the �lph�bet below includes the closest sounds.

The hieroglyph �lph�bet

The �ncient Egypti�ns wrote the n�mes of their gods �nd roy�l people in �n ov�l sh�pe
c�lled � c�rtouche. The ov�l sh�pe represents � rope with speci�l powers to w�rd off evil
spirits �nd keep the n�me inside it s�fe.
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Pr�ctise your �ncient Egypti�n hieroglyphs

Pr�ctise your �ncient Egypti�n hieroglyphs

Downlo�d the �ncient Egypti�n �lph�bet �nd try to copy them. C�n you write your n�me in
hieroglyphs?

Write like � scribe

Cr�ck the hieroglyph code

https://bam.files.bbci.co.uk/bam/live/content/zn7g6v4/pdf
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